
From Our Pastor: 
Striving for the Narrow Gate 
In this Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 
13:22–30), someone asks Jesus a 
question that many of us have 
also wondered: “Lord, will only a 
few people be saved?” Rather 
than answering with statistics, 
Jesus shifts the focus back to us: 
“Strive to enter through the narrow 
gate.” 
That word strive carries the sense 
of effort, endurance, and even 
struggle. Salvation is not a 
passive inheritance but an active 
journey. Faith is not simply an 
idea we agree with; it is a way 
of life that calls for daily conversion and perseverance. Jesus invites us into a 
relationship with Him that demands more than casual association—it calls us to 
wholehearted commitment. 
We see this same teaching in other moments of the Gospels. In the Sermon on 
the Mount, Jesus speaks of the narrow gate that leads to life and warns that the 
broad road leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13–14). The narrow way is not 
popular, not easy, and not crowded. It is the path of humility, service, and 
sacrificial love. It is the way of the cross, which Jesus tells His disciples to take up 
daily if they want to follow Him (Luke 9:23). 
The danger for many of us is complacency. Jesus often warned against the 
temptation of assuming that proximity to Him is enough. He reminds His listeners 
that it is not those who cry out, “Lord, Lord” who will enter the kingdom, but 
those who do the will of the Father (Matthew 7:21). Our faith is not measured 
merely by our words, our church attendance, or our association with Christian 
culture, but by whether our lives are transformed by obedience to God’s will. 
The call to strive also speaks to urgency. Jesus tells parables about servants who 
must be ready when the master returns (Luke 12:35–40) and about bridesmaids 
who were locked out of the wedding feast because they were unprepared 
(Matthew 25:1–13). In each case, the message is clear: the time to respond is 
now. The “gate” of grace is open, but it will not remain open forever. Someday 
the door will be shut, and the question will not be whether we intended to follow 
Christ, but whether we actually did. 
Yet, even with the seriousness of this warning, the Gospel ends with hope. Jesus 
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Weekly Schedule 
Saturday  
Confessions 3:30 pm 
Mass 4:00 pm 
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Mass 11:00 am 
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Confession 11:30 am 
Mass 12 Noon 
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Thursday 11:00 am 
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SATURDAY, Aug 23— The 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm The Parishioners of Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

SUNDAY, Aug 24— The 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 11:00am   † Maria Iniguez, Jesus Iniguez 

(Anniversary of death and Birthday) 
 

 

MONDAY, Aug 25— St. Louis 

 

TUESDAY,  Aug 26 

  
WEDNESDAY, Aug 27— St. Monica 

Noon  The Parishioners of St. Monica 
 

THURSDAY, Aug 28— St. Augustine of Hippo 

Noon Anthony & Anastasia Martinez, family, 

and friends (living and deceased) 
 

FRIDAY, Aug 29— The Passion of St. John the Baptist 
 

 

 

SATURDAY, Aug 30— The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm The Parishioners of Our Lady of Sorrows 
 

SUNDAY, Aug 31— The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 11:00am   † Elizabeth Sanders 

Feasts and Mass Intentions 

• Sep 3—Knights of Columbus at 6:30pm 

• Sep 4— Bible Study at 7pm 

• Sep 6— Church Cleaning at 9am 

• Sep 6— Wedding at 1:30pm 

• Sep 13— Wedding at 1:30pm 

• Sep 13— Founders’ Day 

• Sep 13-14— Food Pantry Collection 

• Sep 16— Water Garden Society at 5:30pm 

• Sep 20— Wedding at 1:30pm 

• Sep 20— Wedding at 6pm 

• Sep 20-21— Church in Latin America Collection 

• Sep 27— Wedding at 1:30pm 

• Oct 1— Knights of Columbus at 6:30pm 

• Oct 2— Bible Study at 7pm 

Parish Calendar of Events 

• Oct 4— Church Cleaning at 9am 

• Oct 4— Wedding at 1:30pm 

• Oct 11— Wedding at 1:30pm 

• Oct 11-12— Food Pantry Collection 

• Oct 18— Wedding at 1:30pm 

• Oct 18-19— Mission Sunday Collection 

• Oct 21— Water Garden Society at 5:30pm 

• Oct 25— Wedding at 6pm 

• Nov 1— Wedding at 1:30pm 

• Nov 5— Knights of Columbus at 6:30pm 

• Nov 6— Bible Study at 7pm 

• Nov 8— Wedding at 6pm 

• Nov 15— Wedding at 1:30pm 

Please Note:  MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Mass intentions are available for the posted times in the 
bulletin, on our church sign, and on our website.  We do 
have days with openings for intentions coming up. Call or 
email the office at (816) 421-2112 or bgeist@oloskc.org 
if you would like to have a Mass said for yourself or a 
loved one, living or deceased. 

Liturgical Assignments 

Keep watching for more info & dates to come! 

8/30 & 31 4:00pm 11:00am 

Reader Nancy Lowdon Jim Carley 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Lynette Wheeler Rita Witt 

Server/
Sacristan 

John Pileggi George Bryde 

Usher Ted Tschirhart 
 

Bill Capotosto 

 

Readings for the 21st Week in Ordinary Time 
 

Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8-10; Ps 149:1-6, 9;   
 Mt 23:13-22  
Tuesday: 1 Thes 2:1-8; Ps 139:1-6; Mt 23:23-26  
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12; Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5, 12-14, 17;  
 Mt 24:42-51 
Friday:  1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 10-12;  
 Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday:  1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Mt 25:14-30 
Sunday:  Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Ps 68:4-7, 10-11; 
 Heb 12:18-19, 22-24; Lk 14:1, 7-14  

8/23 & 24 4:00pm 11:00am 

Reader John Pileggi Maureen Kramanak 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Nancy Lowdon Rita Witt 

Server/
Sacristan 

John Pileggi 
 

George Bryde 
 

Usher Ted Tschirhart Bill Capotosto 
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Ministries & Reflections proclaims that people will come from the east and west, 
north and south, to take their place at the heavenly 
banquet (Luke 13:29). The narrow gate is not narrow 
because God wants to exclude, but because it requires 
the surrender of pride, selfishness, and sin. It is narrow 
because it can only be entered by humility and faith, by 
recognizing that we cannot save ourselves but must rely 
on God’s mercy. 
To strive for the narrow gate, then, is to live intentionally: 
forgiving others, practicing charity, persevering in 
prayer, and trusting God’s grace more than our own 
strength. It means living as disciples who do not simply 
hear the Word but put it into practice (Luke 8:21). 
The invitation is before us every day. Jesus Himself is the 
narrow gate (John 10:9). To enter through Him is to walk 
in His way, to trust His mercy, and to share in His life. Let 
us not put it off or presume upon tomorrow. Today is the 
day to renew our striving, knowing that with Christ, the 
way may be narrow, but it surely leads to life. 
seek to deepen our faith through holy reading and 
study.  And then we should also turn to our fellow men 
and seek to bring them into peace and union with Christ, 
even if doing so may bring us opposition and even 
hatred.  It is worth it for the price of souls for whom all 
of heaven would rejoice if they returned back to Christ.  
The letter to the Hebrews exhorts us: “In your struggle 
against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding blood.”  So let us keep Christ at the center of 
our focus and seek to know him more deeply. 

Office of Child & Youth Protection—Sexual 
Abuse 
The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in 
the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual 
abuse: 
1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is 

currently under the age of 18), and 
2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 
3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report 

suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan 
Ombudsman at 816-213-6024 or ombudsman@diocesekcsj.org if the 
abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of 
Kansas City-St. Joseph. 

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to 
victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please contact the Victim Assistance 
Coordinator at 816-714-2357 ext. 516 or victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org  

Saint of the Week– St. Louis IX 
At his coronation as king of France, Louis IX bound him-
self by oath to behave as God’s anointed, as the fa-
ther of his people and feudal lord of the King of Kings. 
Other kings had done the same, of course. Louis was 
different in that he actually interpreted his kingly du-
ties in the light of faith. After the violence of two previ-
ous reigns, he brought peace and justice.  Louis “took 
the cross” for a Crusade when he was 30. His army 
seized Damietta in Egypt but not long after, they were 
surrounded and captured. Louis obtained the release 
of the army by giving up the city in addition to paying 
a ransom. Louis also helped reform the justice system in 
France.  He replaced trial by battle with a form of ex-
amination of witnesses and encouraged the use of writ-
ten records in court. Louis was devoted to his people, 
founding hospitals, visiting the sick, and caring even for 
people with leprosy. Louis united France—lords and 
townsfolk, peasants and priests and knights—by the 
force of his personality and holiness. For many years 
the nation was at peace. Every day, Louis had 13 spe-
cial guests from among the poor to eat with him, and a 
large number of poor were served meals near his pal-
ace. During Advent and Lent, all who presented them-
selves were given a meal, and Louis often served them 
in person. He kept lists of needy people, whom he reg-
ularly relieved, in every province of his dominion.  Dis-
turbed by new Muslim advances, Louis led another cru-
sade to North Africa in 1270. Within a month of their 
landing at Carthage, the army camp was decimated 
by disease. Louis himself died there at the age of 56. 
He was canonized 27 years later. 

Parish Picnic 
We cordially invite all parishioners and visitors to join 
us for our annual parish picnic as we celebrate the 
feast day of our patroness, Our Lady of Sorrows and 
the anniversary of our parish church.  Mark your calen-
dars for September 13 at 5:00pm in our parish hall. 
The event is fun, free, and filled with good food. 
Please sign up on the table in the back of church to 
help us get a headcount for food prep. 



Prayers Requested 
Pray for Mary Weatherford, Grace Diaz, Sarah Eck, 
Jim Healy, Mary Healy, Rose Ann Jett, Jane Carey, 
Jerry Gumminger, Ken Blundell, Allan Schaff, Grace 
Weatherford, Joe Creedon, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson 
Rivera, Nolan Davidson, Jay Keen, Berhane Shiker, Jim 
Tabor 
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Weekly Activities & Events 

The Legion of Mary 
Under the patronage and care of the 
Mother of God, the Legion of Mary is 
formed to serve both the spiritual growth 
of her members and in commitment of 
work and service to the Church.   
The Our Lady of Kibeho Praesidium 
meets every Monday at 6:00pm in the 
parish hall except for the last Monday 
of the month, when we meet at St. 
Monica’s.  This group collaborates with parishioners of 
St. Monica’s, our sister parish. 

A Note From The Editor 

Announcements and changes for the bulletin must be 
submitted to the parish office in writing no later than 
Thursday by Noon. Please indicate which dates you 
would like the notice to run.  Please mail the infor-
mation to the office or email Brad at the office at 
bgeist@oloskc.org. 

Last Week’s Offering 
 

From Aug 11, 2025 to July Aug 17, 2025 
Plate____________________________$536.00 
Envelopes ________________________$1736.00 
Candles__________________________$107.50 
Poor Box_________________________$130.00 
Lighthouse________________________$21.00 
Mass Stipends_____________________$110.00 
Online ___________________________$504.64 

Email Prayer Chain 
If you would like to request prayers, please email our 
prayer chain at AnnMarie@oloskc.org.  If you would 
like to join the prayer chain to pray for these intentions, 
please send an email request to be added to the list. 

Social Outreach Ministry 
The parish Social Outreach ministry will be taking 
monthly donations of perishable and non-perishable 
food, toiletries, unopened hygiene products, diapers, 
and laundry items for donation to the food pantry at 
St. Monica’s.  Our monthly collection of these items 
will take place on September 13 and 14 and takes 
place on the second weekend of each month.  You can 
leave your items in the back of the church.  If you would 
like to help with the social outreach ministry, please 
contact Bill Capotosto at bcapotosto@gmail.com. 

The Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus will be meeting at  
6:30pm on Wednesday, September 3 in  
the parish hall.  If you have an interest in  
joining the Knights, we strongly encourage you to at 
tend this meeting. 

Parish Bible Study 
The next Bible study session is on Thursday, 
September 4th at 7pm and we normally 
meet monthly on the first Thursday of every 
month.   We have just concluded our study of 
the Gospel of John.  Our next study will be announced 
soon.  Please email Brad at bgeist@oloskc.org for up-
dates and details. 

Visit our Website & Facebook Page  
Please visit our website at 
oloskc.org. Once there Visit our 
Facebook page by clicking where 
indicated. Please be sure to like 
our Facebook Page for updates! 
 
You can make donations through 
our website or scanning the QR 
code, which will take you directly to Vanco. 
You can also text to give by texting the amount you 
would like to give to 844-780-2300.  You will receive 
a registration link where you can give your payment 
information and then confirm. OCIA 

Those parishioners interested in joining the Catholic 
Church at Easter are welcome to join OCIA (the Order 
of Christian Initiation for Adults), which will begin in 
September.  Please contact Brad in the parish office if 
you are interested. 

Fr. Leonard on Vacation 
Fr. Leonard will be taking a vacation to visit his family 
in Kenya from August 26 to October 1. During this time 
away, he assures you that he will keep you and your 
families in his daily prayers. He kindly asks that you 
also keep him in your prayers—for safe travels, a rest-
ful visit, and a joyful reunion with loved ones. May this 
time of renewal strengthen him to return refreshed and 
ready to continue serving our parish community. 

mailto:AnnMarie@oloskc.org
http://www.oloskc.org

